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Leep Electricity Networks Limited 

Mua Electricity Limited 
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Advice notes | National Infrastructure Planning (planninginspectorate.gov.uk) 

1.0.8  This Opinion should not be construed as implying that the Inspectorate agrees with 
the information or comments provided by the applicant in their request for an opinion 
from the Inspectorate. In particular, comments from the Inspectorate in this Opinion 
are without prejudice to any later decisions taken (e.g. on formal submission of the 
application) that any development identified by the applicant is necessarily to be 
treated as part of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) or associated 
development or development that does not require development consent. 
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STATUTORY 
UNDERTAKER  

ORGANISATION 

Velindre University NHS Trust 

The relevant local health 
board (Wales) 

Aneurin Bevan University Health Board 

Railways 

 

Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd 

National Highways Historical Railways Estate 

Universal Service Provider Royal Mail Group 

The relevant Environment 
Agency 

Natural Resources Wales 

The relevant water and 
sewage undertaker 

Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water) 

The relevant public gas 
transporter 

 

Cadent Gas Limited 

Northern Gas Networks Limited 

Scotland Gas Networks Plc 

Southern Gas Networks Plc 

Wales and West Utilities Ltd 

CNG Services Ltd 

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited 

ES Pipelines Ltd 

ESP Connections Ltd 

ESP Networks Ltd 

ESP Pipelines Ltd 

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited 

GTC Pipelines Limited 

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited 

Independent Pipelines Limited 
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STATUTORY 
UNDERTAKER  

ORGANISATION 

Indigo Pipelines Limited 

Inovyn Enterprises Ltd 

Last Mile Gas Ltd 

Leep Gas Networks Limited 

Mua Gas Limited 

Quadrant Pipelines Limited 

Stark Works 

National Gas 

The relevant electricity 
generator with CPO Powers 

 

Severn Gas Transportation Limited  

National Grid Electricity Distribution (South Wales) 
Limited 

Advanced Electricity Networks Ltd 

Aidien Ltd 

Aurora Utilities Ltd 

Eclipse Power Network Limited 

Energy Assets Networks Limited 

ESP Electricity Limited 

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited 

Green Generation Energy Networks Cymru Ltd 

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited 

Independent Distribution Connection Specialists Ltd 

Independent Power Networks Limited 

Indigo Power Limited 

Last Mile Electricity Ltd 
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STATUTORY 
UNDERTAKER  

ORGANISATION 

Leep Electricity Networks Limited 

Mua Electricity Limited 

Optimal Power Networks Limited 

Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd 

The Electricity Network Company Limited 

UK Power Distribution Limited 

Utility Assets Limited 

Vattenfall Networks Limited 

The relevant electricity 
transmitter with CPO Powers 

 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 

National Grid Electricity System Operation Limited 

 

TABLE A3: LOCAL AUTHORITIES AS DEFINED IN SECTION 43(3) OF THE PA2008 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY 

Newport City Council 

Monmouthshire County Council 

Forest of Dean District Council 

Bannau Brycheiniog National Park Authority 

Torfaen County Borough Council 

Cardiff Council 

Herefordshire Council 

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

Caerphilly County Borough Council 

City of Bristol 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY 

Powys County Council 

South Gloucestershire Council 

Gloucestershire County Council 

 

TABLE A4: NON-PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES 

 

ORGANISATION 

Cadw 

Welsh Language Commissioner 

Transport Management Team 

South East Wales Directors of Environment and Regeneration (SewDER) 

North Somerset Council 

Somerset Council 
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APPENDIX 2: RESPONDENTS TO CONSULTATION AND 
COPIES OF REPLIES 

 
 

CONSULTATION BODIES WHO REPLIED BY THE STATUTORY DEADLINE: 

Blaenau Gwent Council 

Cadw 

Caerphilly County Borough Council 

Caerwent Community Council 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited 

Goldcliff Community Council 

Health and Safety Executive 

Indigo Networks 

Magor with Undy Town Council 

Cyngor Sir Fynwy 

National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC 

National Highways 

Natural Resources Wales 

Network Rail 

Newport City Council 

Public Health Wales 

South Wales Fire and Rescue Service 

Wales & West Utilities 

 













  

 

    

 

  

 

   

Planning Inspectorate 
 
By email 
llanwernsolarproject@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Eich cyfeirnod 
Your reference 

 

EN010171 

Ein cyfeirnod 
Our reference 

 

 

Dyddiad 
Date 

16 January 2025 

Llinell uniongyrchol 
Direct line   

 

0300 0256004 

Ebost 
Email: 

Cadwplanning@gov.wales 

 
Dear Todd Brumwell 
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: Future Energy Llanwern Solar Project 
 
Thank you for your consultation of 19 December 2024 asking for Cadw’s view on the 
above. 
 
Cadw, as the Welsh Government’s historic environment service, has assessed the 
characteristics of this proposed development and its location within the historic 
environment.  In particular, the likely impact on designated or registered historic assets 
of national importance.  In assessing if the likely impact of the development is 
significant Cadw has considered the extent to which the proposals affect those 
nationally important historic assets that form the historic environment, including 
scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings, registered historic parks, gardens and 
landscapes.  
 
These views are provided without prejudice to the Welsh Government’s consideration 
of the matter, should it come before it formally for determination.  
 
Advice  
 
Our records show that the following historic assets are potentially affected by the 
proposal. 
 
Listed Buildings: 
 
See Annex A 
 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
 
See Annex A 
 
Registered Historic Parks and Gardens: 





known as llamfihangel Court) 
2047 Church of St Mary II* 
2052 Church of St Mary II 
2744 Ivy Lodge II 
2903 Thatched Cottage II 
2904 Pencoed Castle II* 
2906 Cross Base in Churchyard to St Mary's Church II 
2907 Parish Church of St Cadwaladr II 
2912 Church of St Mary Magdalene II 
2919 Parish Church of Langstone II 
2920 Langstone Court Farmhouse II 
2921 Parish Church of St Martin II 
2922 Ford Farmhouse II 
2926 Parish Church of St Mary II* 
2928 Church of St Mary I 
2930 Magor House II 
2931 Manor Farmhouse II 
2936 Church of St Mary I 
2937 Parish Church of St John the Baptist II 
2940 Church of St Thomas I 
2943 Whitson Church II* 

2944 
Whitson Court including attached pavilions and garden 
walls II* 

2946 Whitson Lodge II 
2994 The Bell Inn PH II 
3056 Barn to SW of Penhow Castle II 
3060 Brick House II 
3064 Great Milton II 
3065 Little Porton Cottage II 
3066 Little Porton Byre II 
3072 Church of the Holy Trinity II 
3073 Church House & The Friars II 
3089 Farmhouse at Pencoed Castle II 
3090 Long Barn at Pencoed Castle II 
3091 Dovecote at Pencoed Castle II 
3096 Telephone Call-box at the junction with Bulmore Road II 

3109 
Beechwood House, attached forecourt wall and attached 
coach-house range II 

15934 Manor House Farmhouse II 
15935 Barn at Manor House Farm II 
15936 Stables at Manor House Farm II 
15937 Old Windmill II 
15938 Farm Range at Old Court Farm II 
15939 Stables at Old Court Farm II 

15940 
Green Farmhouse (including attached Walls and Railings to 
Front) II 

15941 Cowhouse Range East of Green Farmhouse II 
15943 Barn to East of Green Farmhouse II 
16062 Old School II 
16063 Schoolhouse II 
16064 Magor Mansion (also known as the Procurator's House) II* 
16065 War Memorial II 
16066 The Golden Lion PH II 
16067 Magor Post Office II 
16068 The Vicarage II 
16069 Salisbury Farmhouse II 
16070 Great House Farmhouse including attached range of farm II 



buildings 
16071 Moorgate Cottage II 
17075 Barn to NW of Ford Farmhouse II 
17076 Pencoed Castle Gatehouse II* 
17078 Barn at The Barn Farm II 
17538 Great Newra II 
17539 Barn at Great Newra II 
17540 Whitson Farm II 
17541 Samson Court II 
17542 Pye Corner Farm II 
17543 Tatton Farm II 
17544 Fair Orchard II 
17545 Fair Orchard Barn and attached agricultural buildings II 
18173 Baltic Oil Works II 
18178 Malt House II 
18179 Lock walls to mouth of Old Town Dock II 
21458 Former Police Telephone Box II 
23038 Church of St Bridget II 
23039 Dewstow House II 
23041 Pen-y-lan Farmhouse II 
23059 Grotto about 30m to the south east of Dewstow House II* 

23060 
Terrace, Wall, Grotto and Underground Garden about 5m 
to north west of Dewstow House II* 

23061 
Grotto, Underground Garden and Bridge about 60m to west 
of Dewstow House II* 

25846 St Patrick's Roman Catholic Church II 

26118 
Monument of James Rennie in the Churchyard of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity II 

26119 
Monument of Willmett and Darvel in the Churchyard of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity II 

26121 Church of the Holy Spirit II 
26131 Priory Farmhouse II 
26132 Barn at Priory Farm II 
85290 Old Lime Kiln II 

 

 
Scheduled Monuments 
 
MM021 St Julian's Wood Camp 
MM049 Priory Wood Camp 
MM058 Langstone Fish Pond 
MM059 Langstone motte and enclosure 
MM068 Standing Stone 252m South of Bencroft Lane 
MM069 The Larches Camp 
MM092 Goldcliff Moated House Site 
MM126 Undy Churchyard Cross 
MM127 Wilcrick Hill Camp 
MM128 Bishton Castle 
MM154 St Brides Netherwent Deserted Village 
MM169 Enclosure revealed by Aerial Photography 
MM170 Round Barrow 57m South of Stock Wood 
MM180 Medieval Building adjoining Magor Churchyard 
MM188 Moated Site 200m South West of Court Farm 
MM198 Medieval Moated Site 400m N of Undy Church 
MM201 Moated Site 250m SW of Pencoed Castle 
MM202 Deserted Medieval Village W of St Mary's Church 



MM205 Moated Site E of Grangefield Farm 
MM226 Relict Seawall alongside Collister Pill Reen 
MM253 Moated Site in Coldra Wood 
MM274 Pencoed Castle 
MM298 Ford Farm Roman Villa 
MM313 St. Mary Magdalene's Churchyard Cross, Goldcliff 
MM314 St. Mary's Churchyard Crosses, Magor 
MM324 St. Mary's Churchyard Cross, Llanwern 
MM325 St. Michael's Churchyard Cross, Llanfihangel Rogiet 
MM353 Goldcliff Pill Anti-invasion Defences 





From:
To: Llanwern Solar Project
Subject: EN010171 - Future Energy Llanwern Solar Project
Date: 13 January 2025 12:23:50

Dear Sir,
The Caerwent Community Council were very pleased to be consulted on the above.

The document was very comprehensive and the councillors concerns were

The scale of the project in terms of area.
Pollution
Biodiversity including nesting birds and other species which may be lost in the
exercise.
Fencing/boundaries ....what will it look like in the natural environment?
What would the post construction monitoring include? How will this be
adhered to?

These are just some of the concerns raised.

Therefore we as a council would very much like to stay involved and be consulted on
the project.

Kind Regards,
Anne-Marie Spooner
Clerk to Caerwent Community Council















�       

Whether you�re a homeowner with plans to extend your home, a builder working on a 
new house or a developer working on a new housing site, you need to involve us in the 
planning process. Even if you are just thinking about building, getting us involved early 
can help your project run smoothly and address any water and drainage matters as 
early as possible in the development process.

How can we help?
As water and waste services are at the forefront of public health and protection of the environment, we play  
a key part in the town and country planning process.

If you�re planning on building new houses, our team of dedicated planning of�cers can give you advice and 
guidance at all stages of the process, including pre-application, planning application and discharge of condition.

When it comes to your new development, by getting us involved in the planning stages, we can:

----  �Assess whether the current local water and sewerage networks have capacity to service your new site  
(and if they can�t, then identify whether the network can be reinforced to support your new site)

----  �Mitigate any potential negative impact that the new development could have on the performance  
of our infrastructure, the service we provide to customers, and the wider environment

----  �Identify where new development and growth is planned so that we can target investment in our 
existing infrastructure within these areas

----  �Provide advice on making new water and waste connections to our networks once your development  
is complete and ready to be occupied

----  �Identify any existing water or waste pipes in or near to the site, so we can advise on their location and 
let you know your options for protecting and/or diverting our assets for the lifetime of the development













From: Goldcliff Community Council
To: Llanwern Solar Project
Subject: Scoping document
Date: 15 January 2025 08:30:40

You don't often get email from goldcliffcommunitycouncil@outlook.com. Learn why this is important

Thank you for providing the draft scope. Goldcliff Community Council have the
following comments:

The scope includes the cumulative impact of solar developments on the SSSI - as it
stands it looks at other pipeline schemes but it doesn't encompass the impact the
cumulative impact of similar recently completed schemes which have already seen
the impact of solar development on a substantial part of the SSSI.

The drainage system onn the SSSI is integrated such that changes to absorption and
drying rates on land effect the system as a whole, The panels impact how rain is
absorbed into the ground and reduce the exposure of the land to sunlight, reducing
evaporation. As an integrated system the scope should include the impact on the
overall reen system in terms of flood risk, not just on reens falling in the area covered
by the proposal as it us already under pressure from changes to the flow of drainage
from building developments around Newport.

Please confirm receipt of our comments

Regards

Chair
Goldcliff Community Council















 

 
EN010171 - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation 
 
 
Proposal: 

 
The construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of Future Energy 
Llanwern, a ground mounted solar farm with a generating capacity of over 350 MW 
for a temporary period of 40 years. 

 
Address: 

 
Land To The South Of Llanwern Steelworks (approx. 2.5km) Comprising The 
Gwent Levels Between Whitson And Undy   
 

Applicant: Future Energy Llanwern Limited 
 

  

 
The recent EIA Scoping Opinion consultation information relating to a proposal for a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) EN010171 Future Energy Llanwern Solar Project has 
been reviewed.  
 
The very limited time available for the scoping exercise carried out by the Local Planning Authority 
has established that further information would be needed to inform an appraisal of the likely 
landscape and ecological impacts of the proposed development.   
 
Information Reviewed: 
 
Future Energy Llanwern EIA Scoping Report 
EIA Section 5 
EIA Section 5A 
EIA Section 6  
EIA Section 8 
EIA Section 9 
EIA Section 18 and 19  
 
1.0 LANDSCAPE / GREEN INFRASTRUCURE 
 
1.1 Site Characteristics 
 
The site location is within the Gwent Levels Redwick and Llandevenny SSSI, CADW Register of 
Historic  Outstanding Landscape Wales, an area of archaeological sensitivity for (Caldicot, Rogiet, 
Magor Undy, Gwent Levels) and within the  NRW identified Gwent Levels National Landscape 
Character Area (NLCA34).  The site traverses the boundaries of Monmouthshire County and 
Newport city.  
 
The proposal is for the construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of Future 
Energy Llanwern, a ground mounted solar farm with a generating capacity of over 350 MW for a 
temporary period of 40 years. The total development area covered is circa 548.3 hectares 
 
The site is located within the Caldicot levels LCA.  An analysis of the relevant sensitivity appraisals 
from LANDMAP information indicates that the LCA has been evaluated as; 
 
Visual & Sensory; 85% High 
Landscape Habitats; 90% Outstanding, 9% High 
Historic Landscape; 95% Outstanding, 2%  High,  
Cultural Landscape; 98% Outstanding  
Geological evaluations showing 97% of the LCA as Moderate 
 
Defined on the landscape SPG as a unique landscape defined by its flat levels, historical character 
and fragile grasslands/reen system. A flat, open and exposed historic landscape of reclaimed 







The full LVIA inclusive of proposed viewpoint locations and photographs and has not been 
provided to support the ES. Comments are therefore based only on the draft ES  
                       
d) Brief review of EIA Scoping Report 
 
LVIA  
 
2.  5.0 Landscape and Visual  
a)     Reg. 18 (5) stipulates that the developer must ensure that the ES is prepared by 
'competent experts' and that the developer must include a statement "outlining the relevant 
expertise or qualifications of such experts. It is not clear from the EIA report who the competent 
experts are.  They should be included within the report references 
b)    5.3.4 It is not clear how the initial study area of 5km from the scoping red line has been 
determined 
c)    Table 5.1 should include a specific reference to NRW Local Seascape Character area 29 
and relevant National Marine Character area 29 Severn Estuary Wales. 
d)    Table 5.2 Landmap aspect areas is incomplete and requires cultural landscape services 
overall (or general) evaluation and summary to be completed 
e)    Section 5.4.20 needs to acknowledge section 6.3.41 of MCC adopted LDP and specific 
policy relating to the Gwent Levels in the emerging RLDP deposit plan. The description of the 
landscape character within the MCC section of section 5 development is insufficient 
f)     The 5km radius from the scoping red line and section 5.4.27 fails to consider more 
distant views from  higher elevations looking towards the coastline edge with perception of 
coastline and interaction of historic field patterns and coast. Glint and glare and colour change 
may have a more distant impact. Cultural and historical connections between upland and coast 
appear to have been overlooked focussing mainly on visual receptors within 2km of the site as 
influenced by the ZTV 5.4.29. Table 3 should include Twmbarlwm and Mynydd Henllys ridge 
g)     5.5.7 the LEMP will also need to include on going management of net biodiversity and 
GI benefits gained during the lifecycle of the solar scheme to ensure this is not lost post 
operational period and after decommissioning. Decommissioning and then returning to a previous 
use may result in a net biodiversity and GI loss as secured beneficial habitat degrades opposed to 
retaining and enhancing the benefits achieved. This output would not align with the Wellbeing of 
future generations. The ES needs to fully address this. 
h)    Re 5.5.9 it is not clear if a scheme of this magnitude should in fact be a phased 
development over a period of years rather than the 18months continual development as proposed 
(2.7.3) to ensure environmental impacts are gradual allowing habitats and species to adapt more 
fully to loss of space, light, breeding areas such as double hedgerows and grassland  as well as 
allowing for a slower incremental development impact on landscape character and visual integrity. 
The ES and LVIA should therefore assess the potential landscape and visual effects over a longer 
period of the time and not be guided by 0-5 year planting programme on the assumption that all 
works will be undertaken at once. This will also allow for pre planting and establishment and will be 
a consideration as part of an appropriate stepwise approach .  
i)      Re section 5 5.6.12 and section 5A 1.7.3 there is currently insufficient time provided for 
MCC to consider the scope of the cumulative assessment to inform the cumulative assessment 
methodology for the LVIA.  
j)      Table 5 is vague on the operational activity or impact effects eg inappropriate and out of 
character security fencing and access gates in a rural historic landscape setting, change to land 
use and management, CCTV, poles and overhead higher voltage cabling and grid connection 
(2.5.10)?, colour change, glint and glare, reduction in species and habitats.  
k)     Table 5.6. activities or impacts scoped out of assessment. It is considered that the 
following should be scoped into the assessment 
a.   Cumulative effects beyond 5km should be scoped in and include Twmbarlwm and 
Mynydd Henllys ridge  
b.  Insufficient time has been provided to consider Indirect effects upon landscape and visual 
receptors beyond 5km.  
c.  Insufficient time has been provided to consider impacts on Individual Residential 
Properties beyond 1km.  
l)      The 17 proposed viewpoints are currently insufficient to provide a full assessment of 
impact . 



m)    Table 19-2 summary of activities and impacts to be scoped out the EIA. With regard to 
chapter 5 
a.  Disagree with scoping out  receptors out with ZTV as discussed above  
b.  Disagree with scoping out  indirect effects upon landscape and visual effects beyond 5km 
c.  Disagree with scoping out  cumulative effects beyond 5km 
d. Disagree with scoping out  indirect effects on seascape character       
 
Appendix 5A LVIA methodology 
 
The proposed methodology is acceptable and follows GLVIA guidelines. The use of six word 
scales to describe the magnitude of change is also acceptable.     
 
e)  Additional supporting information required   
 
a. The LVIA and EIA needs to be informed by an environmental colour assessment as part of 
the ES 
b. The LVIA and EIA needs to be informed by a dark skies impact assessment as part of the 
ES 
c. The LVIA needs to consider glint and glare, light reflectivity impacts on views from upland 
inland locations towards the coast. The solar glint and glare assessment in chapter 6 indicates a 
study area of 10km  and focuses on the risk of accidents and pedestrians are not considered 
within the detailed glare assessment 6.4.6 or impact on landscape character.    
d The ES needs to include a sequential test to demonstrate through an appropriately scaled 
assessment that there are no other suitable national locations for a scheme of this magnitude and 
impact. 4.12 Alternatives considered seeks to address this in the ES . Appropriate weighting 
should be provided to the SSSI and PPW  12 chapter 6 guidance when considering the site and 
alternatives       
e. The ES needs to provide a GI statement and clearly demonstrate that in compliance with 
PPW12 chapter 6 that a step wise approach has been undertaken. Although referenced in section 
3.9.4 the onus is on the developer to demonstrate that a step wise approach has been adopted 
and applies to all elements of the scheme approach that impacts on the natural environment. This 
should also include considering a phased approach to development over an extended period of 
time to allow habitat, species, people to incrementally adapt to the dramatic change.   
 
Observations 
o   It is noted that gliding club sites within Monmouthshire have not been considered in terms 
of Glint and Glare assessment. Further clarity would be welcome to determine if these areas 
should be considered or not                
 
1.3 Conclusion 
 
The document contains insufficient information for Monmouthshire County Council to provide a 
formal Scoping Opinion under Regulations 13(2) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017.  
 
The topic list suggested for the ES is not comprehensive and not sufficient to address the relevant 
topic areas.  
 
2.0 BIODIVERSITY 
 
Sections 8.0 and 9.0 of the Scoping Report detail the approach to the ecological and ornithological 
aspects of the scheme respectively. It should be noted that the consultation response period for 
this application was unusually short at nine working days and therefore the below response is 
regarding chapters 8 and 9 only. 
 
2.1 Ornithology 
 
The proposed Ornithology approach comprises a desk study for designated sites and bird species 
within 2km of the red line boundary and the following baseline surveys: 
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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
APPLICATION BY  FUTURE ENERGY LLANWERN LIMITED (THE APPLICANT) FOR AN 
ORDER GRANTING DEVELOPMENT CONSENT FOR THE FUTURE ENERG Y LLANWERN 
SOLAR PROJECT (THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT) 
 
SCOPING CONSULTATION RESPONSE 
 
I refer to your letter dated 19th December 2024 in relation to the above proposed application. This is a 
response on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC (NGET).   
 
Having reviewed the scoping report, I would like to make the following comments regarding NGET 
existing or future infrastructure within or in close proximity to the current red line boundary. 
 
NGET has high voltage electricity overhead transmission lines, underground cables and a high 
voltage substation within the scoping area. The overhead lines and substation forms an essential 
part of the electricity transmission network in England and Wales. 

 
Existing Infrastructure  
 
Substation 

�x WHITSON 275 kV Sub Station 
�x Associated overhead and underground apparatus including cables 

 
Overhead Lines 
4YX 400kV OHL  CILFYNYDD - SEABANK – WHITSON 
   IMPERIAL PARK – MELKSHAM 
    
XL 275 kV OHL  IRON ACTON - WHITSON 1 
   IRON ACTON - WHITSON 2 
 
XMO 275 kV OHL  CARDIFF EAST - USKMOUTH - WHITSON 
   TREMORFA - USKMOUTH – WHITSON 
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Overhead Lines cont’d 
XR 275 kV OHL  USKMOUTH - WHITSON 1 
   USKMOUTH - WHITSON 2 
 
Cable Apparatus 

�x LLANWERN BSC 33 kV SGT4 Cable  
�x LLANWERN BSC 33 kV SGT1 Cable  
 

I enclose plans showing the location of NGET’s apparatus in the scoping area. 
 
New infrastructure  
 
Please refer to the Holistic Network Design (HND) and the National Grid ESO website to view the 
strategic vision for the UK’s ever growing electricity transmission network. 
https://www.nationalgrideso.com/future-energy/the-pathway-2030-holistic-network-design/hnd’ 
 
NGET requests that all existing and future assets are given due consideration given their criticality 
to distribution of energy across the UK. We remain committed to working with the promoter in a 
proactive manner, enabling both parties to deliver successful projects wherever reasonably possible. 
As such we encourage that ongoing discussion and consultation between both parties is maintained 
on interactions with existing or future assets, land interests, connections or consents and any other 
NGET interests which have the potential to be impacted prior to submission of the Proposed DCO. 
 
The Great Grid Upgrade is the largest overhaul of the electricity grid in generations, we are in the 
middle of a transformation, with the energy we use increasingly coming from cleaner greener 
sources. Our infrastructure projects across England and Wales are helping to connect more 
renewable energy to homes and businesses. To find out more about our current projects please refer 
to our network and infrastructure webpage. https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects. Where it has been identified that 
your project interacts with or is in close proximity to one of NGET’s infrastructure projects, we would 
welcome further discussion at the earliest opportunity. 
 
These projects are all essential to increase the overall network capability to connect the numerous 
new offshore wind farms that are being developed, and transport new clean green energy to the 
homes and businesses where it is needed. 
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Specific Comments – Electricity Infrastructure: 
 
�ƒ NGET’s Overhead Line/s is protected by a Deed of Easement/Wayleave Agreement which 

provides full right of access to retain, maintain, repair and inspect our asset 
 

�ƒ Statutory electrical safety clearances must be maintained at all times. Any proposed 
buildings must not be closer than 5.3m to the lowest conductor. NGET recommends that no 
permanent structures are built directly beneath overhead lines. These distances are set out 
in EN 43 – 8 Technical Specification for “overhead line clearances Issue 5 (2019)”.  

 
�ƒ If any changes in ground levels are proposed either beneath or in close proximity to our 

existing overhead lines then this would serve to reduce the safety clearances for such 
overhead lines. Safe clearances for existing overhead lines must be maintained in all 
circumstances. 

 
�ƒ The relevant guidance in relation to working safely near to existing overhead lines is 

contained within the Health and Safety Executive’s (www.hse.gov.uk) Guidance Note GS 6 
“Avoidance of Danger from Overhead Electric Lines” and all relevant site staff should make 
sure that they are both aware of and understand this guidance. 

 
�ƒ Plant, machinery, equipment, buildings or scaffolding should not encroach within 5.3 

metres of any of our high voltage conductors when those conductors are under their worse 
conditions of maximum “sag” and “swing” and overhead line profile (maximum “sag” and 
“swing”) drawings should be obtained using the contact details above. 

 
�ƒ If a landscaping scheme is proposed as part of the proposal, we request that only slow and 

low growing species of trees and shrubs are planted beneath and adjacent to the existing 
overhead line to reduce the risk of growth to a height which compromises statutory safety 
clearances. 

 
�ƒ Drilling or excavation works should not be undertaken if they have the potential to disturb 

or adversely affect the foundations or “pillars of support” of any existing tower.  These 
foundations always extend beyond the base area of the existing tower and foundation 
(“pillar of support”) drawings can be obtained using the contact details above. 

 
�ƒ NGET high voltage underground cables are protected by a Deed of Grant; Easement; 

Wayleave Agreement or the provisions of the New Roads and Street Works Act. These 
provisions provide NGET full right of access to retain, maintain, repair and inspect our 
assets. Hence we require that no permanent / temporary structures are to be built over our 
cables or within the easement strip. Any such proposals should be discussed and agreed 
with NGET prior to any works taking place.  
 

�ƒ Ground levels above our cables must not be altered in any way. Any alterations to the 
depth of our cables will subsequently alter the rating of the circuit and can compromise the 
reliability, efficiency and safety of our electricity network and requires consultation with 
National Grid prior to any such changes in both level and construction being implemented. 
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To download a copy of the HSE Guidance HS(G)47, please use the following link: 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg47.htm 
 
Further Advice  
 
We would request that the potential impact of the proposed scheme on N GET’s existing and 
future assets as set out above and including any proposed diversions is considered in any 
subsequent reports, including in the Environmental Statement, and as part of any 
subsequent application.  
 
Where any diversion of apparatus may be required to facilitate a scheme, N GET is unable to 
give any certainty with the regard to diversions until such time as adequate conceptual 
design studies have been undertaken by N GET. Further information relating to this can be 
obtained by contacting the email address below.  
 
Where the promoter intends to acquire land, extinguish rights, or interfere with any of N GET 
apparatus , protective provisions will be required in a form acceptable to it to be included 
within the DCO.  
 
NGET requests to be consulted at the earliest stages to ensure that the most appropriate protective 
provisions are included within the DCO application to safeguard the integrity of our apparatus and to 
remove the requirement for objection. All consultations should be sent to the following email address: 
box.landandacquisitions@nationalgrid.com   
 
I hope the above information is useful. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me.  
 
The information in this letter is provided not withstanding any discussions taking place in relation to 
connections with electricity customer services.  
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Tiffa ny Bate  
Development Liaison Officer  
Commercial and Customer Connections   
Electricity Transmission Property Land and Property  
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